XII. Evaluating the Program
THE SCHOOL EVALUATES
The program of evaluation of education for home and fam-
ily life has a unique place in the elementary school program
because of its stress on personal and family life values. As a
continuing emphasis through the years it is concerned with
all aspects of the pupil's growth, i.e., physical, intellectual,
moral or social, and spiritual, attempting to keep growth bal-
anced and at a high level.
A rounded program of evaluation recognizes these needs,
noting at each age the child's expanding interests and ability
to study, think critically, and make independent decisions.
It should help him to share in family and group experiences
in willing give-and-take and to respect the opinions of others.
If the evaluation experiences are adequate for him, a child
will be encouraged to undertake new experiences which are
increasingly difficult, and which show his growing sensitive-
ness to social interrelationships.
Evaluation of growth and learning is broad, being an in-
tegral part of all experiencing. (For this reason when evalu-
ating any experience one must recognize over-all objectives of
education as well as component parts of learning.) In the
immediate situation it includes the purposing and working
methods of those who are studying, alone or together, and the
measurement of what is learned from their study. It is con-
tinuous, therefore it is concerned with the potentialities as
well as the abilities of the individual, and with his social com-
petence.
As the experiences are planned by those taking part in them,
and goals are set in terms of what they wish to do, so the ways
of measuring what is learned and the appraisal of the results
of the measuring should be a teacher-pupil or group activity.
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